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Welcome from…

Dr. Charles Galluzzo, Maple West  Principal



What is Title 1?
 A federal 

government 
initiative

 Directs special funds 
to schools where 
there are children 
from economically 
challenged families.



Title 1’s Purpose
 To be sure that no child is 

left behind.
 To enable all children to 

meet high academic 
standards.

 To provide meaningful 
and challenging 
opportunities for student 
learning.

 To form partnerships with 
parents to enhance their 
child’s learning.



Title 1’s focus

 Literacy
Skill development for success in Reading, 
Writing, Listening, and Speaking
in English Language Arts, Math, Science 
and Social Studies and in life!



Our Comprehensive Literacy 
Program
 Core reading program:  Balanced Literacy Approach
 Focus on 5 components of reading:  phonemic awareness, phonics, 

fluency, vocabulary, comprehension
 Ongoing instruction and assessment of target skills and strategies
 Balanced Literacy Framework:  daily reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening 
 Reading:  guided reading, shared reading, interactive reading 

independent reading, read alouds
 Systematic word study/spelling
 Writing:  interactive writing, shared writing, guided writing, 

independent writing
 Listening and speaking activities
 Research investigations



Kinder-Prep
 Phonemic awareness: rhyme awareness, 

beginning sound awareness
 Phonics: upper- and lower-case alphabet, 

letter sounds
 Print awareness: print not picture, front of 

book, knows where to begin reading print, 
directionality, concept of word, concept of 
first and last, lower and upper case letters

 Pre- and post test to monitor growth



Kindergarten
 Phonemic awareness:  Rhyme awareness, 

beginning sound awareness, letter sounds, 
manipulation of sounds

 Phonics:  alphabet knowledge, letter sounds, 
spelling

 Fluency:  letter-sound, concept of word, sight 
words

 Vocabulary:  background knowledge
 Comprehension: via read alouds



Kindergarten Literacy

 PALS ( Phonological Awareness 
Literacy Screen in September)

 DRA—Developmental Reading 
Assessment (March and June) 

 Sentence dictation
 Writing



First Grade Literacy
 DRA—Developmental Reading Assessment 

(November, March, June)
 Fastbridge (October, January, May/June)
 DRA Word Analysis
 Spelling Inventory
 Writing sample
 Sentence dictation
 Interventions based on needs—guided reading, 

phonemic awareness, sight words, fluency, accuracy, 
strategy use, comprehension.  Flexible grouping.

 Home practice/book bags



Reading Recovery
 30 Min. one-to one teaching for 12-20 weeks
 Reading familiar stories 
 Reading a story that was read for the first 

time the day before 
 Working with letters and/or words using 

hands-on materials
 Writing a story (sentences)
 Assembling a cut-up story 
 Introducing and reading a new book
 Home practice/ book bags



Reading Recovery Outcomes

 Child demonstrates grade-level 
performance 

 Child shows progress but still requires 
some intervention

 Child does not reach grade level 
standards resulting in additional 
assessment and possible CSE referral



Second Grade Literacy
 Fastbridge—October, January, May/June
 DRA Word Analysis
 Spelling inventory
 Writing samples
 AIS during the school year, summer school
 Interventions- Leveled Literacy Intervention, 

Orton-Gillingham, etc. Flexible grouping.
 Home practice book bags (varies)



Third and Fourth Grade 
Literacy
 Fastbridge—October, January, May/June
 DRA Word Analysis
 Spelling inventory
 Writing samples
 NYS Grades 3 and 4 ELA Tests
 AIS in and out of school, summer school
 Interventions- Orton-Gillingham, etc. Flexible 

grouping.  



Third and Fourth Grade 
Literacy

 Teaches seven comprehension processes: connecting, questioning, 
predicting, imaging, inferring, determining importance, and synthesizing.

 Teachers explicitly model how good readers comprehend while reading 
text aloud and guide students through “think-alouds”.

 These teaching procedures address the concern that students are too 
passive when they read. Strategic readers are more active readers and 
active readers both retain more and are more likely to apply what they 
remember in new contexts. (Block and Pressley, 2002, p.27)

 After teacher modeling and instruction in the think-aloud, students 
practice the process with support and guidance of the teacher and fellow 
students. Finally, students apply what they have learned while reading 
independently.



No magic cure…
 International Reading Association

“We believe that there is no single method of single 
combination of methods that can successfully 
teach all children to read.”

Williamsville Central School District—ongoing, 
individualized assessment and evaluation of each 
child’s reading progress AND developing 
partnerships with parents.



Parent Involvement
 Book Bags at primary 

levels
 Home Connection 

Letter at Intermediate 
level

 Daily reading at home
 PARP activities



Parent Involvement
 Parent-Teacher 

conferences
 Reading intervention 

observations
 Parent information 

sessions
 Community Readers



Ideas for Vacations/Summer 
Literacy Development

 Read alouds daily
 Shared reading/writing 

daily
 Independent 

reading/writing daily
 Library visits/ programs
 Museum visits, trips to 

build background 
knowledge



Questions about Title 1?



Thank you for joining us and 
furthering our partnership.


